Long Lasting Love
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Ramban explains that it is impossible for all but the saintli- —

16 You shall not be a gossipmonger among your people, you shall not stand aside while your est people to feel literally the same love for others that they
fellow’s blood is shed — I am HASHEM. '7 You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you feel for themselves. The Torah does not demand that; in fact,
shall reprove your fellow . . if someone is in danger, his life comes before that of some-

D your fe and do no't bear a sin because of hlm.@You shall not take revenge one else. Rather: God demands that wa wantothersto have
and you shall not bear a grudge against the members of your people; you shall love your fellow the same degree of success and prosperity that we want for
as yourself — | am HASHEM. ourselves and that we treat others with the utmost respect

and consideration. It is human nature to say that we wish oth-

ers well, but we want less for them than for ourselves. The
R(ﬁ Torah says no. A Jew can and should condition himself to

want others to have the fullest degree of success he wants for
= himself. :
= R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel of Kopitchinitz used to say
that the commandment to love your fellows does not mean
to love saintly and righteous people — it is impossible not to
love such people. God commands us to love even people
whom it is hard to love.

«§ Love your fellow.
7in3 q¥7Y namg) — You shall love your fellow as yourself. R’
Akiva said that this is the fundamental rule of the Torah
(Rashi; Sifra). Hillel paraphrased the commandment, saying,
“What is hateful to you, do not do to others” (Shabbos 31a).
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everyone, but its connection with the end of the verse, : ];m;ﬁ]:):?ﬁx:s;:? e ;
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‘%X — “I am God” is not so clear. ]

In Tfacta;ce VS};L;b‘osw (gi‘ar‘):"auﬂr—‘g;ges record the well-known

story of a non-Jew who considered becoming a proselyte and A p / V 7
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approached Hillel with a request to learn the entire Torah whilst 7

standing nnX %371 %Y — on one foot. What he meant was to be ——— =
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Hillel responded by quoting the afore-mentioned verse as if 552 AT WY M wr pay TR ,MinG wh L mwasl Man 0mys o
this injunction encapsulates all Jewish teaching. In truth, how- * ~F 7 RT ADN ANIKG LYY Pwh MK mvm .
ever, it only relates to our relationships jj":n’? 07X 1°2 and does

taught one concise and fundamental principle upon which the
whole Torah is based.
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not take into account our duties towards Hashem, which are mb 0K .. TR THX MmN R bX @IPYR T’ (1) PIBT
surely of equal importance! On the surface, therefore, Hillel’s x5 meb nnbannb 2w 1w nbwY (AR Dw TWAE1 LN T IR 5K
advice to the non-Jew seems to have ignored a pivotal section  ypm 11 PwoA1 oK maxb nTaTw Mt ompY B D PRnow o
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this verse were added specifically with this in mind. They
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embody the principle of belief in X1 7173 W17p7, and it is this —
faith that propels us to fulfil our obligation DB D 12. By by yyy w mynn by 10w nbwb mapn X joxn Kan oywh omm
quoting this verse Hillel was in fact alluding, in a_succinct \ ] a1

mannetr, to the two basic pillars of Yiddishkeit — helping others
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and respect for Hashem'’s wishes. TR Apa 13T 98 o] 1 !
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In the field of education, with children and pupils, it is very _RA N DNAR ARRR PR T MW JNRY TR A3now

important to lay equal stress on both sectors. In the inner e M LY byw obwh — (v ohan) P aum wnb X
.sanctum of the Temple, there were two cherubic figures facing  Jiqqypy apyr = Gy ow DpInw mman rax .k YW 0w — ¢
each other, but with their wings inclined upwards towards [y <xwa n M0 O9WH [OA AP AW RN Tm oK vl
,Heaven. These’ images reflected our dual mission in life —to 7 ,x1a9 anxnab 5197 DiYw waym Nown [Ty oW jnm XY nmv
ﬁ‘_face each other and offer help wherever it is required, and,} DT JwNY1 TISW T UK T 20w AR Nnvn 1D RW 1 KA nb
likewise, to direct our attention heavenwards and honour His Say5 axamy wwnnn 1mebH wr 3 .apyr MY par pa pa i ab

Divine commands.
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«“The three loves — of God, Torah and Israel —are allone,” — 1y 1% awnn 3 M3 L ny 7 oIx M2 n5yina nmbni nnvinn oIxn

writes R. Zadok HaCohen,® “since it is known that without 3T MW T2y i obwa aaw Xy nmynn qwyw % ,Kan obwn
any one of them the others are insufficient. Love'of God is oW 1 1m0 YapT mnD DMK AT TIHT ) w10 LDTK M2 1 20
the root. For love of Israel without love of God is the love 5 D1 Ton D1oia Mo Trarb OUN AW Myen Y31 K i

fell ip, and this was also possessed by the :
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the greeting of one’s fellows with God’s name, for he Toved DA By e VHUE T NS TIRORTE e Do TR
»*companionship and fellowhood, but was afraid that it might
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he began his encounters with greeting in the name of God
: 7 7 OUMT MKW 23 KT Dwm GKan ab ’ I
that is to say, he wanted fellowship, to contribute to the : 1 ; i i WY 0T K L nYwa u‘:nw‘

honour of Heaven. Likewisc. love of Torah without God is ~ BYTBpR1 OMMW DK 13 WK ,0MNK Mana N1 nenY own  msnwr
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ation of the Deluge, who had a great love for T(.)rah and  pepg X MW Sy MyBwn 1 PR oY DIX AW NMTINT Dnvner
wisdom, and in this respect, the Zohar"‘ says, the gift of the

Torah to menkind would have befitted them (but for the n1vbi B 1pn oy YR ,DipnY OIX Paw orn Mowb yvauw mma o
fact that they loved-wisdom alone without God).” e
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7 ~ .tvery humanfacebears the imprint
of Hashem’s will and wisdom. We are all in His “image.” No two faces
are identical. Rambam tells us in Hilchos Dei’os that even identical
twins have subtle differences that make each one unique. What this
means, Reb Nachman tells us in Likkutei Maharan, is that each of us

displays a specific, and as yet unraveled, facet of the infinite One Who
created us all.

2\

ach one of us has a specific point of spiritual
e Y beauty within us that no one else possesses.
It is the fzaddik within us, and we have to discover it, treasure it, and
share it with others. Each person we encounter has a tzaddik within
him as well, a piece of reality and divinity that can change our lives if
we are willing to admit its light into our hearts and minds. A mean-
X ingful conversation with an ordinary Jew can be like reading the most
profound essay on knowing God, cleaving to Him, and serving Him.
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intellect. Nevertheless, the Torah tells us to love our fellow man
because it is the Almighty’s will. (Toras Moshe)

If your love of other people is based only on your own feelings,
there could easily be a lack of consistency. One day you might feel
positive towards someone and on the next day your feelings can LWTpnRn NP2 20 1P
change. But the Torah states that the Almighty commands us to
love others. We need to develop positive attitudes towards others

@ by focusing on their virtues whether it comes easily to us or —
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